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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

The Examiner's attention is respectfully drawn to the two (2) enclosed documents listed 
on the accompanying PTO Form 1449 and which are listed as follows. 

1 . "Weisz (1)" Wcisz KB, JF Braun, DT Dieterich, PF Hergenroeder, S J Kreiswirth, MP 
Mullen, AA McMccking, R Tirelli, "Erythropoietin use for ribavirin/interferon- 
induced anemia in Hepatitis C patients/' [abstract], Proceedings of the 38 th 
interscience Conference on Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy (ICAAC); 
September 24-27, San Diego, California, 1998 
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2. "Weisz (2)" Weisz K, T Hau, S Kreiswirth, M McMeeking, J Braun, J Tirelli, AH Talal, 
DT Dieterich, "Erythropoietin use for ribavirin/interferon induced anemia in 
patients with Hepatitis C," [poster], Proceedings of the 38 th Merscicnce Conference on 
Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy (ICAAC); September 24-27, San Diego, 
California, 1998. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner consider and make of record the documents 
cited herewith and that a copy of Form PTO-1449 be initialed by the Examiner and returned to 
the undersigned. 

The present invention relates to a method for treating hepatitis C in an HIV-negative 
patient in need thereof comprising administering ribavirin (RBV) or RBV and interferon-alpha 
(IFN) 7 wherein the improvement comprises administering Erythropoietin (EPO) concomitantly 
or sequentially or via co-administration with the RBV or with the RBV and IFN and the RBV is 
administered at a maximum effective dosage wherein said dosage is at or between 800-1200 mg 
per day. Thus, the invention relates to administering EPO, either concomitantly or 
sequentially or via co-administration with the RBV or the RBV/IFN co-therapy 3 i.e., during 
the RBV or RBV/IFN treatment and thus, prior to the onset of RBV-induced anemia. 

Applicant respectfully submits that the herewith cited references, Weisz (1) and Weisz 
(2), do not teach or fairly suggest the present invention as they arc both involved in treating 
anemia, not HCV. 

Indeed, it is respectfully submitted that Weisz (1) and Weisz (2) do not relate to the 
present invention because they do not teach or feirly suggest administering EPO during the HCV 
RBV or HCV RBV/IFN treatment (concomitant or sequential or co-administration of EPO and 
RBV or RBV and IFN), Nor do they teach or fairly suggest administering EPO prior to the onset 
of RBV-induced anemia in HCV patients, i,e. 3 including EPO in HCV treatment. 

Accordingly, it is firmly believed that the herewith cited documents should not negatively 
impact upon the previous indication of the allowability of the now pending claims; and, that a 
Notice of Allowance may promptly issue. 
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The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement is not an admission that the 
documents identified herein constitute prior art to the present application. 

As this report is being filed with a Request for Continued Examination and an 
Amendment, it is believed no fee is required. However, the Examiner is authorized to charge 
any additional fees, or credit any overpayments, to Deposit Account No. 50-0320. 



Respectfully submitted, 

FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUG LLP 
Attorneys for Applies 

Thomas J. Kowals 
Reg. No. 32,147 
(212) 588-0800 
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